
Approved Minutes

Kilmer PTA General Meeting

November 14, 2019

9:30 a.m.

In attendance:

Michelle Ramos, Michelle Boback, Julie Jenkins, Fred Amico, Jim McElveen, Phil Prevost, Debra David,

Mercedes Rasmussen, Chris Musgnug,lo Gordon, Ellen Bloom, Beau Dure, Andrew Shatokhin

Call to order:

PTA President Michelle Ramos called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. A quorum was established, and

minutes of the October 10 meeting were distributed and reviewed. Beau Dure moved to approve the

minutes as written, and Julie Jenkins seconded the motion. Proposed minutes of the October 10

meeting were approved by voice vote.

Faculty reports:

PTA Faculty Representative Jim McElveen thanked members for their support and said that the staff is

very appreciative of the snacks provided by the PTA at staff meetings, for the volunteer and advertising

support provided for Kilmer Medical Center, and for the assistance in collecting plastic bags for Ms.

Jones' PAWS class project. He added that faculty member Rob Paine continues to need volunteers for

the eighth grade's upcoming trip to the Finance Park facility in Fairfax. Finance Park is an immersive

experience that allows students to practice personal financial management as they step into the role of

an adult for the day. All eighth graders will go on the field trip with their Civics classes on either January

15, 16, 17 or 21. Many parent volunteers are needed for those dates, as 20-25 volunteers are required

each day. Mr. McElveen distributed flyers about Finance Park and said that volunteers can register at

www.mvia.or~/parentsifairfax .

Interim Principal Fred Amico noted that the recent Kilmer MS Heritage Night and Kilmer's Got Talent

event were very successful. He also noted that select members of the Kilmer band would be performing

for the FCPS School Board next week. Mr. Amico will be hosting a town hall forum for any interested

students today following the PTA meeting. Another upcoming event of note is the eighth-grade class

court tour at the Fairfax County courthouse. Mr. Amico said that the A.C.T. (Acknowledge, Care, Tell)

program and screening took place the week of October 14th for seventh graders. The screening was

intended to educate students about depression and help identify seventh graders with mental health

concerns. Any concerns identified have been relayed to parents. A.C.T. screening for eighth graders is

taking place this week. Finally, Mr. Amico noted that parents should have received an email from

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Zuluaga informing them of Ronald James' retirement from FCPS. He stated

that the hiring process for a new principal has begun and will involve community input, including a

meeting on Thursday, December 5, at 5:30 PM.



Teacher Philip Prevost asked the PTA to advertise that yearbooks are now for sale. Because Kilmer only

orders a limited number of yearbooks, students are encouraged to order early while supplies last. The

PTA agreed to advertise the sale in its weekly newsletter.

Assistant Principal Debra David discussed the launching of the Kilmer Food Pantry, noting that Kilmer is

partnering with the PTA and local organization Food for Others to collect food items as weekend "packs"

for students in need. Ms. David noted that many local schools, including Freedom Hill Elementary

School and Marshall High School, provide weekend food packs for students in need, and Kilmer has

opted to begin a similar program in house. Michelle Ramos added that parents could contribute in three

ways: (1) order off an Amazon Wish List and have items shipped directly to Kilmer, (2) purchase

recommended food items off the suggested items on the Kilmer website, or (3) donate money to the

PTA through Pay4SchoolStuff snd have the PTA use the funds to purchase items for the pantry.

Toward that end, Michelle Ramos indicated that the PTA would need to add a line item to its budget

under the Income section, titled Food Pantry, and suggested an initial goal of raising $1,000 in

donations. Mercedes Rasmussen moved to approve the suggestion and Ellen Bloom seconded the

motion. The addition of the Food Pantry Income line item was approved by voice vote.

Michelle Ramos added that the budget would need to include a corresponding line item under Expenses

titled Food Pantry, with an expected expense of $1,000. Beau Dure moved to approve the suggestion

and Chris Musgnug seconded the motion. The addition of the Food Pantry Expenses line item was

approved by voice vote.

Andrew Shatokhin asked whether the school and/or PTA had a preference as to which donation method

parents used for the Food Pantry and a discussion was held on the topic.

Committee reports:

Michelle Ramos described November at the PTA month of giving, with several opportunities for parents

to give back to the Kilmer community, such as: (1) joining the PTA, (2) contributing to the Food Pantry,

(3) contributing gift cards to Kilmer families that need a little extra help over the holidays, (4)

contributing to the Teacher Holiday gift bags, and (5) adding Kilmer PTA as the charity of choice on

Amazon Smile. Last year, the PTA only raised $63 through Amazon Smile, and we are hoping to exceed

that amount this year.

Michelle Ramos reported that the school store continues to perform well and attract a number of

students weekly, and that a select group of Kilmer students will assist in painting the store this month.

Treasurer Julie Jenkins said that Friends of Kilmer fundraising has been strong, but that Teacher

Appreciation Fund donations have been flat and income from membership dues is still falling short of

our projected goals.
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The first Dining for Dollars fundraiser took place on October 17 from 5-8 p.m. at the Silver Diner-Tysons.

The PTA raised over $300 from the event. Future dates are still being worked out, with expected events

planned at Social Burger, MOD Pizza, and Ben &Jerry's. Ben &Jerry's has also expressed interested in

coordinating with Kilmer to work additional Kilmer events like Crosstown Hoops.

Beau Dure noted that Crosstown Hoops scheduling is underway and he is coordinating with his

counterparts at Thoreau MS, which is responsible for hosting CTH this year.

Michelle Ramos reported that PTA membership is more than halfway toward our goal, but that we need

more people to join. Reminders to both students' households and school staff will be placed in

upcoming newsletters.

Box tops collected by students for the fall fundraiser have been submitted. The box top program raised

over $200 is now moving to an app, which will streamline collection and submission. Every valid box top

is worth 10 cents for the school.

Adiournment~

The meeting was adjourned by Michelle Ramos at 10:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Mollie Regan, PTA Secretary.
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